Isolation of enterovirus 70 (EV70) from patients with acute haemorrhagic conjunctivitis in two areas of Saudi Arabia.
This is the first epidemic of acute haemorrhagic conjunctivitis (AHC) reported from Saudi Arabia in which enterovirus 70 (EV70) was implicated as aetiological agent. EV70 was isolated from 5 of 29 conjunctival scrapings from patients with AHC. Two human diploid cell lines, human skin fibroblast (HSF) and human embryonic lung fibroblast (MRC-5), were quite sensitive for the isolation of this virus. The relatively high isolation rate could also be attributed to the timing of collection of specimens and perhaps to the fact that conjunctival scrapings contained more virus particles than did eye swabs.